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Dear Sir

Confidential Psychological Review ofRussell Gordon Haig MATFIEWS

Russell N'f ATHEWS has been a crient of mine since he was a commerce student at the university of(lueensland in 1976 - i977 At that.time, I was Senior University counselror dearing with the personal
en!otional p.oblems of staffand students at that University

At th3t time Mathervs suffered from the residual effects ofa brain stem injury as a result ofa far froma horse in 1968 Prior 10 that accident he had compreted Senior with Seuens in alt ofhis subjeciiexcept for Englis' He had an impressive Senior result. The resurtant brain stem injury and rreatmentby ECT "ras associated with a v'ariety of cognitive and personarity problems. Tiese co;;i;;problems included poor concentration. poor memory, bru,'ing of vision, iizziness, "on"r"t" trinking
and obsessive behariour His.personality problems includeJ impaired ability to size up a situationlrrnpursrveness and a s€nse of arrenation from others. He was depresses and had difficuhy judging thei pacr ol his behaliour on others

Prior to mv seeing N'fathews, he had seen a neurologist by the name ofsutherrand who said of Mathews(anron-ll othe! things) that he had..a variety of symptoms that made it difficult o, i*porriUi.'foitrlathelvs to function at his high abilitl, level These problems were
' u .;equalae ol.hroin stenr damage uhich v,ill gra<holty clear up antl ltretumahll.tltsttppe,rruxnTtclel.1.u irlt the pas.sage of tine" Sutherland 5 -l 6g)

ln a subsequent report. Sutherland suggested.

''thc.p.rssaqe ol /i, e , .. . ma)'he measuret! as a peri<xl of ten years and during thut periotl oftettdjn.srnttnrhenar/irulthatheha.s.jeoparLtizediisfitturi'.(Sitherlanti,2tdA6r.' 
. '

lvith a long period of supportive psychoiogical counselring, including cognitive restructuring andrealitv testing. Llatherr,s after some earry failures went on tJ graduate in c6mmerce. rix cog"nitiveproblems did clear up.

Since gradLration. Mathews \!ent on.to do very well in business and purchasgd several properties Hehad a laliing out with relecom and became_obsessed with the injustice of it all. He became depresJ
and locked into depressive ruminations. Many of his old personalrty symptoms retumed and heshowed poor judgement- including. poor business judgement- impairei auilty to assess a situation,poor sgcial_skilis and uas impursi'e and unabre to work through the soci;l consequences of hisbehaviour. He went bankrupt
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Mathews moved back to Brisbane Fom Townsville and made a new start with the help of his Parents
His symptoms cleared up and his business began to pick up. He then had a falling out with the Human

Righis iommission over alleged sexual harassment. This triggered a return of his symptomatology.

Hii business faltered and he lost his Tax Agent license He considered himself innocent of all the

allegations and again become locked into the injustice of it all. His relatives helped him relocate his

business as an accountant to St Lucia. Again, his business had begun to pick up. Again, it failed

because of his pre-occupation with the way the University treated him. He was studying law 'to clear

his name' and initiated several actions in various courts. However, he brought to the study of law a

concrete, literal and black and white interpretation ofthe law.

About a week before an incident that led to his previous charges ofassault, Mathews rang me and said

that he was going to make a citizen's arrest of a member ofthe Human Rights Commission for being

an accessofu after the fact. I spent and hour on the phone indicating to him that whatever he believed

to be the conect interpretatio; of the Law, that any such action would backfire on him and that in

doing this hisjudgement was impaired. He seemed to have listened. However, he proceeded with that

ill conceived, socially inappropriate behaviour and was arrested and charged

With all his residual personality problems there is no aggression or violence in this man To the

contrary, he has a naive, concrete view of the world that it will be just and fair in a'black and white

sense. He has a good grasp of the details of the law but misses the overall picture. He carries no

inrention to harm others physically. In many incidents in his life it is always Mathews that gets hurt.

He is easily led by the non-dominant ideologies and acts to his own detriment

The incidents of the 16 September 1993 with the Human Rights employee showed extremely poor

judgement and very naive interpretation ofthe Law but there was no intention to cause bodily harm to

anyone As usual ihat incident backfired on him

Once again, Mathews was left with a brooding sense of injustice that delayed his recovery from those

pro"eedingt. Nevertheless, Mathews made steady progress with completing two degtees

simultaneously in spite of some perceived (and real) discrimination againsr him by some members of

the University faculty. This progress was in spite with some minor residual cognitive, memory and

personality difficuhies. These difficukies (and coping strategies) made it necessary for him to have a

very rigid concrete structure to his life to cope with his thinking and his personality problems. His

rigidity of thinking means thar he could get sevens (the highest grade) in mathematics, science, and

cJmputer subjects but struggles in his artVlaw subjects. This rigidity of thinking (as a result of his

brain stem injury) has got him into some trouble with law subjects where his concrete black and whjte

approach is too rigid to make the law work

Then there appears to have been an attempt on his life gn l4 January 1996. At least, he suffered a very

significant blow to the frontal lobes and spent sixteen days in hospital. A CAT scan showed

significant brain damage and some cerebral atrophy from his previous injury' Again'Mathews

appeared to have coped by setting up a very rigid adherence to his daily program Any deviation fiom

his program got him very agitated aird he became anxious and depressed. When obsessed, he becomes

dysiunitional to the point where he neglects himself, does not eat properly and there is a drop in his

personal hygiene.

N{ore recently lll/219s). Nlathews was knocked off his pushbike and suffered a further injury to his

frontal lobes Since then he has concentration and memory problems, and now worries about his

condition. I have no doubt that the condition significantly impairs his social judgment. He sought

special permission from the University and Austudy to do his Honours year in Malhematics with a

r.educe load. There have been eiements in the University that he perceiyes as discriminating against

hin Al independent remark of his Mathematics' paper and various letters written lend support to his

perceptions ai having truth in them. He failed a subject in Law that he needs to repeat to get his law

d"gt"i. H. has been marked down in a Mathematics subject that he needs for his Honours degree.

Du-ring the period leading up to these recent charges, Mathews has been acutely distreised about the

way the University has been treating him. To help resolve his issues, Mathews and I had a meeting

with the Registrar and the University legal officer some time before. Mathews' ill conceived attempt
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to make a citizen's arrest for trespass. Mathews still believes he is right in law and the wrong one has
been charged

Mathews has had four formal psychiatric and neuropsychological assessments.

l. Louis Salzman (l l/5/94) concluded,

"l arn of the opittio th6l Matheu,s' hehd\)iour has been sigtriJicanlly itfluenced bt lhe head i|ury
tvhich occurred in 1967 and that sitrce the,t his behm,iour has i chtded a nntber of characleristics
vhich qre consislent u'i t his head injuq,. Ittcluded itr these are a lack ol mtarrness of the inpact he
make!; ott olhers, concrete thinking, cot obsessive behq'iotr, poor decision naking, defcient self-
a1n'are es.t v,hich results in an inahility to perceiv rhe impact thdt he makes on others, inpaired
nbilit:t lo.size rrp a social sihnlion, defecliw self4riticism v'ilh cmses him lo expeience wrj'ing
deg'ees o;f ser-satisfaction. liltle or no anxiety, inpulsivity and a lack of concern lor social

2. Dr R.J MOYLE, forensic psychiatrist (2 March 1995) concluded,

"A series of e\,enls hm'e happened oter the ktst 9 Wars that has rcsulted in ML Mathetrs heconing
itrcreasingl.y preoccxpied wilh his legal rights and prolotnd sense of injustice. These evet s slarted
v'ith an error bI a Gorenrment Ofice, was hmrdled in a slov' manner that v'cts see b)' Mr. Mqthe$,s.ld
he wrsympathetic to the efecl it has on his busiuess qnd his life. He has sought j stice orler the same
issue conlinuousl! and in lhe process has devoled more and more of his lime to pursuing issues oJ
itittslice dn.{ Iess o/ his time in cliett reldted activities. His assets have dv'indletl aw'ay to ,tothing in
this process and he is steadily and increasingly come to believe that there is a qrstem in existerrce
.yrtch that all Cot,entme l crgencies support one a other and persecurc him in court.

ln my opnion Mr. Mathev s suflers a paranoid disorder or v'hctt is called a delusional disorder
persecxtory tt-pe in the Dslvl -lf chssification gstens. This is a chronic aml ciratmscribed
delusiotml system thctt shotts up i,t the extreme a d at times irrational, unqcceptance lhat thc Judge is
the arbiter of u hat is legall)' corred dlbeit consequett upon appeol. He is runnitY out oJ avenues o;f
appeql.

As regards the specific ofence of Asmult Occasioning Bodily Harm, the facts tf the mqtler are ot itl
dispule o l) rhe iulerpretqlion of events. Mr. Matheu's sees himsef as performirg a legolll permilted
dlty of arrest and v.'ill qude Aclsof Patliament a,td Criminal Co.les to support his cotietiiors. Ulhe
l$t'does tDt suppofl this then he is delrcional hrt there is other evidence to support a delusional
explanatiorl I ha'e met iole(l much o/thi\ eyide ce in my preanble.

ln mt opinion Mr. Matheys t(rltl.l ho|c heen deprrrctl h1,the L|tlr1ionAl disorrler of the capacir* to
knotv he urghl not to do the assqull ctnd the capqciO, lo control his qctiot$ otrce slarte.l.'H ov'ever, l
knov of no mechanisnt uuler the drrent Met al Health Act l97l th(tt yyill crllov this case to be
referred to the Mentql Health l'rihunal for a deterninotion of ittsqnitt. It does noi oppedr o the
i4formalion I hare, lohalelobee raised at his Trial. He uould if fntutd of unsoutd mirtd, hm'e been
matnge<l un<ler the restrictiots of the Mental Health Act rvhich authorizes health prcIessionals to
provide i volto am tealme services. Wth resped to his Ho,tour, the hest I can advise at presett is
that he Mdher.t) he gi\ielt ct non-c stotlial sentence v ith the co .lition that he receire p+'chiatric
tNatment l 'p.::).

3. l, (Hazell, 8/9/98) conducted a neuropsychological examination on Mathews after his most recent
push bike accident ( 1112/98). 1 concluded,

"Russell's preyious brain slem iniu)'created a nild nemocogtritive disorder that impeded his
conteniration and abilit to.fiotctiotl at his nomnl high ahiliy level

7he hicl,cle accide,t on I I 2 98 caused a ft.rther head injury which reqclivated many of his former
gmRtom\ and triggered a phobic reaction b bike ri.ling. Previous.lo this i jtit' he v,,as performing
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v'ell a; a.ftrll time stutient. The accidenl of lhe I t 2 98 has inPdired his ahihD' lo cotrccnlrale' s!ud)'

a .l sustctin his altention and motivIliott

Russell also strffers Jron a niltl adjuslment disorder with 
,mixed leanres of' anxiety an'a'

')"iri-ior.l'n" 
iichoiogrcal tests perfoime'l vere re-ssst'ring and sen'ed to diminish his anxie$ cutd

depression.

I'he effeL t.,t (tf the head inl url conseqttettt to lhe h^iciclc 
.on 

he I I 
,2 

98 are like ly n se ule 'ltn n ovr the

tprt fiteltle ntoltlhs. Hou'ever, ne ihorr-tern efeits of the accident v.'ere (le-stabilizing atd are bound'

t<t tlelay his program for tt,,i'','iiJ'- in"'" ii '- i'iA"'.n" of, medium to long term inlpqirmenl of

cotrcentratiotl. His impairnent i' it the lo''er end of the niltlb' inpaired (10%o) Hovever 'for an

Honours stndent, this is likely to be sigttifcant 
" (p'6)'

I had written a leport on Mathews some years ago thal was 
-based 

on the old DSM-lll-R) and

concluded that he had an organrc p.r**ii i sv"a.""me, (DSM-& p. I l4). The main feature of which

i s

''d persiste l persotnlity disnrrbarrce, either lifelong or reflecting.a change or .qcc.Pt 
uatrott of a,

prriii,ir prrrirntitf t;it hat i, i,,i'to o sp'i'\c iiga'i' in'n'.'-' 
"markedly imryired soci',t

'.iu,lgment," 
. . 'suspiciousness or pararcid idealion are common "

4. Jill Harding-Clark, Clinical Neuropsychologist' completed a more recent neuropsychological report

at the Royal Brisbane Hospital on 2313/99 She concluded'

"Mr. Malhetrs presenls {Is a matt of sltperior' 
"prenorbid" 

.intellecnnl 
qbilit)' Ag(tinsl lhis

tl,r"icr,r,,,,a hi ieronsrrnterl , ,r,iit"i "f'p*t t"ms'including.niklly impqired visuql memory and

"*i"iitir," Trr"tioning. prtblems vith exeaii+'e Vnctioniig irchkle poar Plan ing -.tnd organisation,

ni"ir"i"if""inttiring abitity and problems-with focussel attenti,otL These problems occur agautst,

bickgrornr| of pararnid idearion, tangenliatiry', presmred speech' immaturity vithi't conlexl' and

eSocentftctry'.

"the pqllertt of.leficils elicited on lesting is suggestive of righl.hemisphere erec tive dydnnctiott which'

.1,i,iir',*t,ri lri,ttal systens. Executii "ystiis are respisible a;o s other dbilities for the conyol

antl regttlation oJ (ttletttion, ata ,t)rirntio, or ability io use feedbaci which explains Mr' Mathews

,orr,l",il, o, intei'ieu io be gcrrrulotis and non resportsive to con\lersctlional r.l.res' attd the co' enl lo

ioi" "iircrr ,tf hit "ont'ersatiotr. There does seem lo be an organic hase to his presetttqtiott'

''Hottever, pre-existittF lls)'ch(tgenic problems appear kt be exacerb.aling neurogenic problems G,n'en

the ature ;f Mr. Maiiu'i ,lrltiriorn'l cortrn of ihought, neurops)'chidtric may be in ortler"' (p 3)

Srmmary & Conclusion

Russell Mathews fits the cntena for a mild neurocognitive disorder (DSM-IV' pp 706-708) with

associated personality changes At' best when things ire going well he has an organic personality

;;;il;" iritt u.ro"io,"o 
-social 

incompetence and paraloid ideation. This condition has been

i6n!.tunolng and dates fiom lis fall from i liorse in l g6i This is a man of very superior intelligence

with a concrete literally minded view ofdata. Under stress he decompensates'. can .b,"::rn" 
d:LY:l:"1I

and has socially inappiopriate responses to the perceiYed stresses based on his ngrd rnterpretatron or

ti, ,,rai", in la*. i6ere oft'encei *ere committed by Mathews acting in good faith in terms of his

oerception of the lar.r

To cope with his many disabilities. Russell MATHEWS has to set up very r'rgid 
-struct1l":1":-l-t:

reclusive lifestyle. I do not think Mathews would be much good to anyone rn dolng communlly

s e r v i c e a s h e w o u l d r e q u i r e a l o t o f s u p e r v i s i o n i n a n e w e n v i r o n m e n t , � �
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I have seen Mathews over many years. He has ieco-pensated from time to time under the $re!s of
perceiving himself to be persecuted into a delusional state and has acled on socially inappropriate
solutions to his detriment. Mathews has been suicidal from time to time but lacked the motivation to
act on it. He.is more likely to neglect himself. As a danger to others, I do not rhinl Mathews has ever
deliberately set out to injure anyone in his life. He is not capable of it. 'tI€ gets iaio trouble with
p€dltlE bedese ofhis social incornpetence and his concrete interpretation ofthe law.

Prior to the behaviour that led to these charges, he was under extreme pressure from what he perceived
(with some justification) to being trcated unfairly by the University. He decompensated, his behaviour
becdme earatic and the fence sitting activity and his attempt to give a citiTen's anest is a measure ofhis
social incompetence and his rigid view ofthe law rather than an intention to injure a third party. I '

egree with Moyle's opinion of Mathews in a previous case and am ofthe opinion that it applies here.

"h my opinion Mr. Mathews wa d have been deprived by the delusional disorder o/ the capacit/ to
Ionrr h&Jught not to do the assault and the capacity to control hk actions once started.

Nevertheless, he has served a period of probation without incident and brings to that activity the same'
black and white obsessional observance that he expects from the law.

I would support any special consideration and/or special affangement that the court can mske such
that due consideration can be given to his vulnerable psychological condition.

r

;i6/r'aj€74-
Brian E. HAZELL

?"/7/qa
30 July 1999
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Ilrief Raumc of Dr lhid^ E HAZEII's qudilicotiors and Erytericnce

EDUCATIONAI- OUALIICATIbNS

1954

1956

1959
NSW

1966

1967

l96E

1969

t97 4

1975

t9'17

l9t0

t9t  I

l9E2

1983
Psych

l9t4

High School
'l'eacher 'l'raining

Teachcr's Certificate

B.A. Psychology

Diploma in Counselling

Registere Psychologist

Student-at-lsw

Member Australian Psychological Society (M.A.Ps.S)

M.A. Clinical & Abnonnal Psychology Sydney University (1968-1969)

Metnbership of Queensland Counsellor Association (QCA).

Menrbership ofAustralian & New iealand Student Services Association (ANZSSA)

M.App. Psych. UofQ converlcd to PhD Oregon State University

Membership Oregon Personnel & Guidaocc Association (OFCA)

Ph.D Student Counsclling /
Psychology _-

Ph.D Candidate

De l,a Salle College, Oak ttill, NSW

De la Salle Training College, Castle ll i l l, NSW

Sydney Teacher's College &
NSW Department of Education

Sytfney University ( 1962-1966)

NSW DepErtment of Education

Psychologists' Iloard of QLI)

Barristers' Board of QLD

Oregon State Urivosity (OSLf
Western Oregon Stae College (WOSC)

Oregon State University (OSU) USA

Oregon Strte University USA19t9 Ph.D Comolaed

t9E9 Mernber American Psychological Society (M.Ain. Ps S).

The PhD is in the Counsellor/Education, the Teaching l'raining and Supervision of Counsellors autl had
four mejor strands to it.

(l) Co-teaching and trrining Masters students at OSU & WOSC for Agency Courrsellirrg. Sclrool
Counselling, Family Counselling uxl Counselling in clinical and institutional scttings.

(2) SupeMsion of these students with peer group and rer.l life clientEpatients in their vsrious counsellirg*
prscticums in vivo and by video tapes both individually and in group settings.

(J) Course work in Counselling/Cllnical 
- 
Psychology. Much of this was credited fiom rny studies lrorn

Sydney/Queensland Universities.

I have a piogressive scientilic paradigm Eysenckian nrodel of Courrselling Psychology (the
s€ientist/practitioner rnodel).

(4) Thesis Topic. "Cbaraaeristics of Trainee Counsellors in terms of Eysenck's progressive Scientific
paradigms, ftlielligence, Personality & ldeoiogy and Success in Graduate Study"

. lpswlch C€nl16
J 1 Wa|wick Fioad

. Toowong C6ntrs
Worldcare House

. Bodcli l le Csnlre
4/93 Hedcli l le Parade
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

l9E7(+) Director Toowong psychology Centrc pty Ltd

1984-1987 Counselling psychologisr Counselling Services. U ofe

19E2,19d4 Graduale Teaching Department ofCounselling,
Assisrant (CTA) snd Oregon State Univer$ity (OSU) &
Adjunct Prolessor (Lecturer) Western Oregon State College (WOSC)

1979-1981 Senior Counsellor Counselling Sewices, U ofe.
Saint Lucia. QLD. AUS'IRALIA

1978 Exchange Counsellor Student Counselling Centre,
University of rffaterloo, Ontario, Canada

1974-1977 Lecturer Counselling Services, U ofQ.
Saint Lucia. QLD. AUSTRALIA

1973-L974 Director & University Counselling Servicc,
Senior Leclurer University ofsouth pacific (USp)

Suva, FlJl.

tg70-1g72 Lecturer/Counsellor University ofNewcastle, NSW
Psychologist psychiatric Ourpatients,

Royai Prince Alfre.d Hospital, Sydney NSW.

1968-19?0 Medical psychologist & Royal prince Allred Hospiral
Tutor in Psychiatry ' & professorial Teaching Unit,

Department of Psychiatry, Sydney University

1957-196E School Counsellor Moree High School, NSW.
NSW Department of Education,

1965-1966 Guidance OIIicer Division ofGuidance &
Adjustment, North Sydney,

1962-196t District Sports Organiseer Bankstown District, National Fitness Council

1964 Teachers Federation Western Suburbs District,
Representative Sydney, NSW Teachers' Ferleration

1959-1964 PrimarySchool T:eacher NSW Department ofEducation, Sydney.

1957-1959 Swirnming Teaclir National Fitness Council

Play C€ntre Organizer NSW Depsrtmeit ofEducstion,

Summer Camp Counsellor National Fitness Council


