Date: Wed, 21 Jan 2004 13:55:16 +1000

From coral ntvean <hntv6560@i gpond. net. au>
To: Russell Mathews <russel | m@unbug. org. au>
Subj ect: re rent/ducks/ house/ and other things

Hel | o Russel

There are a nunber of issues and | shall sinply put themin order not
necessarily of inportance.

The ducks - the saga continues. | have today received a letter from
council informng me of the need to renpbve the ducks in excess of six
fromthe St Lucia property. | see the need to pay a fine if the ducks are
not renmoved fromthe property by 17/2/03 - | presune that this is sinply

a copy to ne of the fine potentially liable by you and I am not bei ng
exposed to litigation by the keeping of ducks at St Lucia. This is

sonething | shall follow up of course. | presune the whol e area of
di scontent I1s between yourself and council. Could you |l et ne know?
The rent - in one of your letters when | went to some trouble outlining a

schenme whereby sone of the financial pressure upon yourself would be
reduced, you said that you did not want such schenes and the rent was not
really an issue with you anyway. It certainly is an issue with us and |
nmust note that it nust be an "issue" with you since you are nostly behind
in the rent paynents - as at this tinme your rent ( not altered since
February 1994 ) is paid until 2/1/04. This in NOT a great concern to ne.

| have said in the past that our concern is to allow you to help yourself
as well as being hel ped by us. Most arrangenents call for rent to be paid
in advance. | cite Janes in Sydney as an exanple - if he fell behind in
rent he has been told that he would sinply be evicted. That was probably
a threat as an extreme outconme but that outcone would eventually be shown
to occur. | would certainly like to do sonething along the |ines of
hel pi ng you as we outlined but want to do so with your approval and
understanding in the matter. You said in the past ( a long past ) that to
hel p pay the house off you would be willing to take in boarders for that
purpose. | think that the val ue of the house m ght have increased to the
poi nt that the option of purchase m ght have passed. | ask you why woul d
you not want to take in boarders to do the same now to be able to reduce
any financial pressure that you m ght be facing?

| have not seen the house for some tine now as | tend to stay away
because you and | disagree on the way that the "benefit to the owners" is

perceived by you. | nust conme and have a |l ook at the state of the house
because | should do so. Wien would a tine suitable to you be avail abl e
and | will try to arrange such a tinme?

You have not sent ne an invoice for the plunbing work done by yourself -
you said that you would send it in the name of your publishing conpany. |



need that invoice to be able to pay you the noney that | owe you. | can
pay it by BSB but | still need the invoice. Could you please do that for
nme?

| look forward to your thoughts on the above matters. Your nother is well
and | think is happy. Her sight is poor but she is having a full and
healthy social life and is, | think, happy while being depressed about
her eyes. We took her out to dinner last night in Cal oundra. She has
plenty of visits fromour friends and her friends and at | east | ooks
forward ( | think ) to every day, The dogs are good for her and good with
her. Is there any |iklihood of your comng to visit her as | am sure that
your visitation as her son would be wel come?

Congratul ati ons on your achieving your LLB - | understand that you are
going to hope to enrol for your Ph D at Rockhanpton. Have you ever

t hought about living up there near that Uni - if in fact that is the Un
where you will further your educational aspirations? The choi ce of course
i s yours.

Regar ds

Hugh and Cor al



